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Tschabalala Self, Pump, 2019. Fabric, painted canvas, painted paper oil and acrylic on canvas. 172.7 x 127 cm



Pilar Corrias is pleased to present the second exhibition by American artist Tschabalala Self. The exhibition features new 
paintings, sculpture and an animation that continue to foreground Self’s exploration into the cultural expectations placed 
upon the gendered and racialised body. Through her use of form and function, Self parses the iconographic significance 
of the Black female body in contemporary culture. In Thigh High, the garments, shoes and accessories worn by the figures 
add a layer of complication to their form. 

The emotional, physical and psychological implications of the figure’s fashioning gives way to existential concerns. In each 
work, there exists a tension between foreground and background that mirrors the character’s position in the larger social 
context. As silhouettes emerge and disintegrate into the pictorial plane, the politics of identity jump to the surface. Shown 
in unison, the characters, articulated through stitch and textile assemblage, create a community and hold space for varied 
iterations of a shared experience. 

“Harlem-born artist Tschabalala Self possesses the rare quality of being keenly sensitive to the impact of environment 
and the way it shapes human social behavior. Self creates and positions black figures to serve as a decoding device of 
circumstance, allowing each individual perspective to speak to the community from which it has derived. Her empathetic 
and intel-lectual density guides the creation of a black universe assembled with great distance from white ideology.” - 
Sasha Bonét

Tschabalala Self (B.1990 Harlem, USA) lives and works in New York and New Haven. Future exhibitions include: ICA, Boston 
(2020); Baltimore Museum of Art, Baltimore (2020). Current and recent exhibitions include: Tschabalala Self, Art Omi, Ghent 
(2019); MOOD: Studio Museum Artists in Residence, MoMA PS1 (2019); Bodega Run, Hammer Museum, Los Angeles 
(2019); Tschabalala Self, Frye Art Museum, Seattle (2019); Bodega Run, Yuz Museum, Shanghai (2018); The Beyond: 
Georgia O’Keeffe and Contemporary Art, Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art, Bentonville (2018); Bodega Run, Pilar 
Corrias Gallery, London (2017); Trigger: Gender as a Tool and a Weapon, New Museum, New York (2017); Tschabalala 
Self, Tramway, Glasgow (2017); Tschabalala Self, Parasol Unit Foundation for Contemporary Art, London (2017); Desire, 
Moore Building, Miami (2016); The Function, T293, Naples (2016); A Constellation, Studio Museum Harlem, Harlem (2015); 
Tropicana, The Cabin, Los Angeles (2015). 

FRIEZE TALK: SUNDAY 6 OCTOBER 4 - 5 PM

As part of the Frieze Talk schedule, join us for a discussion between Tschabalala Self and fellow artist Alvaro Barrington 
in The Standard, London Library & Auditorium at Frieze London in Regent’s Park. The talk will be moderated by Zoe 
Whitley, Senior Curator at the Hayward Gallery, London. For details please visit: https://frieze.com/event/matchesfashion-
conversation-tschabalala-self

Pilar Corrias, London is open Monday-Friday, 10 am-6pm and Saturday 11am-6pm.
For further information, please contact Charlotte Brooks at charlotte@pilarcorrias.com and Sam Talbot at sam@sam-talbot.com.



1. 
From Afar, 2019
Fabric, painted canvas and acrylic on canvas
243.8 x 213.4 cm
96 x 84

2.
Skirt, 2019
Fabric, painted canvas and acrylic on cavas
172.7 x 127 cm
68 x 50 in

3.
Lenox, 2019
Fabric, ribbon, painted canvas, flashe and acrylic on canvas
172.7 x 127 cm
68 x 50 in

4.
Boots, 2019
Welded steel, sand and plaster gauze and acrylic 
Each Boot:
49.5 x 25.4 x 35.6 cm
19 1/2 x 10 x 14 in

5.
Fade, 2019
Fabric, painted canvas, flashes and acrylic on cavas
172.7 x 127 cm
68 x 50 in

6.
BB, 2019
Welded steel, carpenters pants, polyfil, sand, plaster gauze and 
acrylic paint
50.8 x 106.7 x 35.6 cm
20 x 42 x 14 in

7.
Polka, 2019
Fabric, painted canvas, painted paper and acrylic on canvas
172.7 x 127 cm
68 x 50 in

8.
Leotard, 2019
Fabric, painted canvas acrylic on canvas
243.8 x 213.4 cm
96 x 84 in

9. 
Seated, 2019
Fabric, painted canvas, painted paper, lace, flashe and acrylic on 
canvas
172.7 x 127 cm
68 x 50 in

10.
Pump, 2019
Fabric, painted canvas, painted paper oil and acrylic on canvas
172.7 x 127 cm
68 x 50 in



11. 
Knock Knee, 2019
Laser cut colour perspex
244 x 135.6 cm each structure
96 1/8 x 53 3/8 in

12.
Okay, 2019
Single-channel video (silent)
Dimensions Variable


