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{think it is a very direct and efficient
ool forlearningand communication.
%et. [ think true knowledge comes
from doing things and learning from
reality, and social media is only a
reflection of the reality.

HECONHING A FATHER
! never think of an artist as an
ahstract form, it could be a mother,
= father or a prisoner. But, of course,
Secoming a father brings different
meanings.

CAUTIVISN]
My activism began once I realized
“hai it is a necessary part of life to
smnounce to others what you believe
= and to reach out to the people who
share the same beliefs. Activism is
essential for society as well as for
mdividual artists.
21 Weaiwei and Elisabetta
Cipriani’s jewelry collection,
Sebar in Gold, is at Elisabetta
Cipriani, London, until January
18 2016; elisabettacipriani.com
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Chinese New Year

As an exciting new generation of contemporary
Chinese artists are showcased in Paris, cultural
connector Y.AN Pll<) ., the Hong Kong-based
CLO of Intelligence Squared, explains why
Lhis marks such a milestone

Standing beneath the grand and glivering Bicyele
Chandelier by \i \Weiweiin the Main Galleries of London's Roval
Academy this fall, I was reminded ol the day in 2011 when my
husband and | marched through the streets of Ilong Kong in
solidarity with ournewlyadopted community, while our toddlerson
carried aplacard that read: “Yeslerday him, Today me, ‘Tomorrow
vou.” A similarmessageol support spanned London’s'late Modern,
reading: “Release \iWeiwei”, as part of the global campaign to end
Lthe artist activist's imprisonment. I“ive years on [rom his landmark
exhibition Sunflower Seeds al the ‘Tate, \i has emerged from the
housearrest thatfollowed his 81-davincarcerationandremainsthe
mosl lamous Chinese artist ol our time.

But asanew show ol Chinese contemporarvartists - planned by
one of the world’s most celebrated curators, PhilipI'inari (UCCA
Beijingdirector) -opensin Paris, itis nolablchow (ar thegeneration
presenteddepartsaestheticallyandideologically from \isinfluence,
revealing a change from the more market-conscious painting or
overtpoliticalposturingthat precededil. T'hoseartists whocame of
ageduringthe Chinese Cultural Revolution (1966-1976), when N lao
Zcdong dictated that art must serve the slate, eventually exploded
withindelibleimagery. Mostmemorably Zeng l“anzhi with hisiconic
portraits, Yue Minjun's ominous smiling faces and \Wang Guangyi
and hissubverted propaganda posters.''hescartworkscame under
the spotlight, then the auction gavel, when both cultural and
commercial assels were booming in China over recent vears. Bul
their vivid colors may be somewhat muted by what is comingnext.

The generation of artists that now speaks for China moslt
resoundingly emerged from shows thal were underground and
spoken of in hushed tones, most notably 1999s Post-Sense
Sensibilityshowin Beijing. \rtistslike Liu \Weiand Qiu Zhijie - now
admired globally — were initially only seen by small domestic
audiences who delied Chinese authorities Lo see their landmark,
and often shocking, projects. lixcitingly; new female Lalent has also
emerged in this new wave: Lu Yang, Guan Niao, Cui Jie, Hu
Niaovuan, Iang Luand Vivien Zhang. One ol the most signilicant
arlists of her time is Cao I'ei, whose multimedia projects explore
the lost dreams of a generation ol young Chinese.

So how does one explain the global relevance ol these artists,
largely locally based? No longer bearing the burden of a nation on
their shoulders, they are moving away [rom grand stalements on
incquality,socialwelfare orconsumerism, lowardstheintrospective
moments ol everyday life. Indeed, itis through alocal lens that the
current generation ol Chinese artists chooses Lo reflect the state
thevre in — and it may be al street level that the magic happens.
Liberated by a changing political landscape, many: [eel the shifting
zeilgeistin Chinese artis overdue the attention.

11 I-xhibition -Collection: Contemporary Chinese Artisal Iondation
Louis Vuitton, Paris, from January 20. 2010, until the end of April
2010; fJondationlouisvuitton. fi-
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Changing laces

Anew showal the TLouis \uitton
[‘ondationcelebrates the exciting wave
ol'new contemporary Chinese artists

Y UL NHNJUNSAy, 1097
T'he ominous smilingmasks the
subversive artistis famed lor

\VINVTENZHANG Space Viscera, 20103
Anartistexpert ! lans Ulrich Obrist
ciles as ‘urgent’ Lo walch

YANG FUDONG Seven Intellectuals
in Bamboo Forest, Part 1\ 200+
"T'he show's curator Philip linarisays,
“I'his generation does not have Lo bear
the burden ol speaking [or anation”

GUAN NINO Slight Dizzy, 2014
Oneof manyexciting new female
Lalentsto emerge [rom China
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